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I love this season of Advent!  The memories, from this time of year, of growing up in a devout 

Catholic family, have been a source of peace and hope throughout my life, even when - at times 

- my life has been in turmoil.  For no matter what difficulties or disappointments I may be 

facing, the “true meaning” of Advent and Christmas Day - instilled in my heart so long ago by 

my parents and my Catholic upbringing - never fail to bring me back to that source of joy filled 

hope!  For God so loves us that He sent His only Son to be born of a Virgin and live among us - 

to show us the way back to His Father - our Father in Heaven.  And our faith reminds us - every 

Advent - of the hope of Christ’s return! 

 

I share this with you this afternoon (morning, evening) because I feel so strongly that this 

legacy of hope-filled faith, that I received from my Catholic parents - that I know many of you 

received from your parents and grandparents - needs to be sustained and passed onto our 

children, our grandchildren, our nieces, our nephews and the generations to follow.  Perhaps 

now, more than ever before, our world needs to learn of and know God’s love - needs to 

experience the hope that our faith provides! 

It is up to us - it is our responsibility - to pass on this faith of ours - to ensure the generations to 

come will have a sacred place to gather and worship together in love and friendship, to receive 

the Sacraments, and to learn about and grow in our faith. 

 

In order to ensure our Parish churches -  Our Lady of the Lake and St. Joseph the Worker - that 

have served our communities so well for many years - will continue to meet the needs of future 

generations - we need to commit now to invest in the necessary improvements so badly needed 

on each church campus.  And so - after much careful study - and with the support of the Parish 

Finance Committee and the Parish Pastoral Committee - we are announcing - at all the Masses 

this weekend - our Capital Campaign Drive to raise $750,000. over the next 5 years.  Not only 



 

 

will this amount cover the much needed structural repairs and Improvements on both church 

campuses - ensuring comfortable, beautiful worship and gathering spaces for years to come - 

but it will also support efforts to establish more family-based faith formation programs - so 

important, so critical for the future of our faith. 

 

So I ask, when you’ve received the information about our Capital Campaign (which by the way 

- is normally done by a Parish only once every 20-25 years) - when you’ve received the mailing 

- within this coming week that describes how the money raised is to be spent - you will 

prayerfully consider a generous donation.  Your financial commitment need not be donated all 

at once but can be pledged over 3-5 years, allowing you to more easily meet your commitment.  

This also allows you to increase or decrease your pledge as life circumstances change. 

 

If you do not receive a mailing, you most likely are not registered yet with our Parish - so please 

contact our Parish staff to become an official Parish family member! 

 

Information about our Capital Campaign is also detailed on our Parish website.  If you have any 

questions, please do not hesitate to ask Fr. Mike or any of our Parish Pastoral or Finance 

Committee members.  If any of those members are present, would you please stand now?! 

 

In closing - I want to thank Fr. Mike for this opportunity to speak from my heart about the 

importance of this Capital Campaign and to all of you for listening.  I do hope you will join us 

in this very important effort. Thank you in advance for your financial support of our Campaign 

- and - most importantly - for your prayers that we will meet our goal. 


